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HBA Government Affairs: What have
we done for you lately?

By Jim McCauley

Probably one of the more suc-
cessful government affairs efforts
by members and staff is the work we
do collectively on SDCs. We know
members don’t like them, and | can
tell you it’s no fun sitting through
meeting after meeting reviewing the
methodology for these things.

What we probably don’t do
enough of, however, is to commu-
nicate about these effort. The table

below provides several examples
of HBA’s success over the last 18
months. Our efforts usually combine
attempts to improve the formulas
used to compute the levels with the
political reality of increased costs to
builders—thus, the higher cost of
housing for the consumer.

I can tell you for certain that HBA
does not miss any SDC that is being
updated or developed. HBA's Gov-
ernment Affairs staff follows these
developments very closely. Thanks

to the many committed members
who work alongside the HBA,
we can be a force when working
through the process.

In fact, our efforts over the last
18 months have resulted in down-
ward modifications to every SDC.
Our work has reduced, on average,
the cost to you and the consumer
by $1,451/house. That conceivably
pays for your dues and the cost of
carrying the interest another month
or two.

Granted, the increases are sub-
stantial in some cases, but had HBA
not been at the table, local jurisdic-
tions would have had little interest in
making the changes on their own.

Be on the lookout for our new
publication, “What Has HBA Done
For You Lately?” It details our most
recent efforts and successes in the
Portland metro area. Contact us at
503-684-1880 if you do not receive a
copy and we’ll send one your way.

Summary of SDC Methodology Adjustments (Successes) 2007-08

News from
the Oregon
Home Builders

Association
See OREGON UPDATE,
page 13
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By Jim McCauley,
VP for Government Affairs

Partnerships
Important to
business and
effective lobbying

The time has long past when
lobbyists merely had to convince
leadership of one party to stop or
push something through Oregon’s
Legislature. | recall a time in the
late 1980s and mid 1990s when all
you had to really do was contact
the caucus leadership and have a
brief conversation about good bills

AVERAGE SAVINGS $1,451

The building industry unites to construct the 2008 PAC house

Jeff Fish, the President of Fish
Construction NW, Inc., will com-
plete his fourth house on behalf of
the Home Builders Associations
Political Action Committee on Aug.
15. The two-story house, located in
Portland at 216 SE 90th Avenue,
was made possible by the generous
donations of more than 50 HBA
members and companies.

Once the house is completed and
sold, all proceeds will be donated to
Oregonians for Affordable Hous-
ing, the HBA's PAC.

Since 1996, the PAC has con-
structed and sold at least six houses

to raise funds for its political ef-
forts, four which have been built
since 2002. These efforts include
electing industry friendly candi-
dates, supporting affordable hous-
ing measures and increasing the
association’s clout.

Justin Wood, Fish’s Vice Presi-
dent of Construction, believes help-
ing the PAC achieve its goals is
the key to protecting the building
industry.

“The PAC is out there daily,
fighting our political battles, so | see
assisting them in any way possible
as a good use of our efforts and re-

sources,” said Wood. “The money
made from the PAC house’s sale
provides the resources necessary
for the PAC to take on the major is-
sues that impact us all.”

Fish, who has committed to five
PAC houses, sees the PAC as the
industry’s single most powerful
tool to get things done in the politi-
cal arena.

“There are so many different
societal elements that we have to
fight to keep housing affordable,”
said Fish. “The government always
seems to want to stick on another
fee. As individuals, we can’t ef-

fectively take them on. The HBA,
however, acts as a common voice
and is far more likely to be heard
and listened to than a single voice.”

Each year, the PAC enlists a
volunteer HBA builder, who co-
ordinates and oversees the house’s
construction. The builder and the
PAC House procurement commit-
tee then seek out labor and material
donations to help keep costs at a
minimum.

Fish and Wood were assisted this
year by many generous members
who chose to donate despite the

See PAC HOUSE/ page 14

Annual PAC Seahawks Football Fundraiser

Sunday, Nov. 2 - Seahawks vs. Eagles (register by Sept. 5)

Check out “Raising the Beam” (pg. 14) for more details.

Existing fee at . or those that would be more suited
Agency time of update Proposed fee Adopted fee Reduction Notes as recycled waste (hence how recy-
Clack County cling was born). For the most part,
WESsewer $2,200 $6,616 $3,700 $2,916 Phase up to $6,616 in 3 increments of $1,500 each this time is well past for both parties.
Now, they find strength in numbers
City of LO parks $3,040 $8,254 $7,501 $753 Reduced items in CIP resulting in lower need and in partnerships.
Wilsonville transp. $3,159 $6,940 $4,502 $2,438 Phase up to $6,940 in three increments at 8%/year Currently, we find Oregon’s 2008
, — legislative races in an absolute dog-
Hillsboro water $3,377 $7,458 $5,586 $1,872 Reduction in CIP fight between parties with the Dem-
THPRD $3,574 $8,103 $6,783 $1,320 Reduction in CIP ocrats holding control of the Senate
TVWD $3,341 $6,147 $4,744 $1,403 Phase in over 2-years of $1,400 each and potentially gaining additional
— control of the House. If the elections
Troutdale $3,600 $7,565 $7,137 $428 CIP modified turn out in their favor, the Demos
) Phased in over 3-years. Separated fees for expansion would control Oregon’s House, Sen-
City of Gresham $1,115 $3,673 $3,504 3169 areas from Infill. ate and the Governor’s office for the
Forest Grove water $2,919 $6,262 $4,000 $2,262 General agreement to reduce level and change CIP second sess,lon Ina row.
- So, what’s an industry to do when
Sherwood Transp. $6,829 $5,922 $907 General agreement amount nes 100 high and set cap- we’ve seen the erosion of our base
ture rate of 75% and the growth of a party that is not
Commissioner Adams pulled out TOD credits which sta- always on our side? We can’t really
Portland Transp. $1,776 $3,000+ $1,883 $1.117 bilized residential SDC leave the state or throw up our arms
Portland Parks $3,053 $9,500+ $7,669 $1,831 Phased in over 2-years 2010 in disgust. o
The better option is to find a way
or pathway to communicate with

both sides of the isle. The good news
is that effective lobbying over the
last decade has not solely focused on
one party at the expense of the other.
It’s probably not much different
from any business that uses a set of
vendors to complete the construction
of a home or trying to build a book of
business with several companies.

I suspect everyone has experienced
this over the last several months
while responding to the slowdown
in the market. | can certainly attest
to the importance of partnerships co-
alition building with a diverse range
of groups and interests. In the end,
you may not get 100 percent of what
you wanted, but you will likely gain
a good success to build on for the
next cycle.

The point of all this is that good
lobbying efforts, like running your
business, require a certain level of

See MCCAULEY/ page 14
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REGIONAL ISSUES

School Construction Excise Tax

Several school districts are
moving ahead with the $1.00/sf
construction excise tax made pos-
sible by SB1036. So far, we know
that the taxes for North Clackamas
School Dist. #12, Oregon City, West
Linn/Wilsonville District, Newberg
District, Oregon Trail District (San-
dy), Beaverton, Hillsboro, Canby,
Molalla, Tigard/Tualatin and Forest
Grove District are all now in effect.
The Gresham/Barlow, Reynolds and
Centennial Districts reached an IGA
agreement with the impacted cities
and implemented the fees in July.

We were recently made aware of
the City of McMinnville’s attempt
to add garage space into the calcu-
lation. While this is not explicitly
prohibited by SB1036, there was
clear intent that the calculation was
to include livable space only. At this
time, the HBA is unaware of any
other jurisdiction that has gone to
such lengths to secure additional
funds. HBA will meet with the Mc-
Minnville School District soon in an
effort to pull garage space out of the
calculation.

Rural/Urban Reserves

The July committee meeting was
canceled so that more data could be
processed, consequently improv-
ing the overall efficiency of the
committee’s efforts. HBA is hopeful
that this will provide Metro the nec-
essary time to produce an excellent
database for decision making. At this
time, assumptions affecting the mod-
eling are crucial. Perhaps the most
significant of these assumptions is

Hingn

the growth rate. Does Metro select
the national average, Oregon’s trend
or Portland’s growth trend? Those
opposing any growth will obviously
advocate for the smaller growth rate
and support higher densities across
the board.

Big Look Opinion Survey

Thank you to those who partici-
pated in the public opinion survey.
During July, HBA members and
OHBA members around the state
were asked to provide feedback to
the Big Look advisory group. This
effort was part of an ongoing pro-
cess to seek public input and narrow
the areas of focus for a series of land
use change recommendations. We’ll
find out the results of this effort and
pass them along once the informa-
tion is computed.

CLACKAMAS COUNTY

Clackamas County — WES — WES
recently updated its CIP to account
for the phase #1 improvements to
the Tri-Cities treatment facility. The
proposal involves increasing the
sewer SDC for Clackamas County
to $6,616 over three separate phases.
Effective Aug. 4, the first of these 3
steps will increase the sewer SDC
by $1,500. The resulting SDC is
$3,700.
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City of Wilsonville Parks SDC
Revision - The City of Wilsonville
gave the required 90 day notice of
its intent to revise its Parks SDC.
The City published methodology
that proposes increasing the Parks
SDC by $2,100, resulting in a SDC
of $4,602. A hearing is scheduled for
Sept. 15. HBA staff will meet with
members and review the report be-
fore entering into comment.

City of Lake Oswego — The City
released an amended methodology
for changing its Parks SDC. HBA
met with the Mayor and Parks Di-
rector to discuss why a Parks SDC
should increase from the current
level of approximately $3,379 to
$7,501. This amount is slightly
down from a figure that started at
about $8,100 and is less than a full
100 percent recovery. HBA testified
in opposition to the rate increase at
the June 17 hearing. The council
plans to carry this issue through to a
September hearing date before mak-
ing a final decision.

Columbia County
Nothing to report this month.

Yamhill County Construction Ex-
cise Tax - We have received word
from builders in the McMinnville
area that the McMinnville School
District is charging the school excise
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tax for garage space of new homes.
HBA staff will be making a presen-
tation to the school board in an at-
tempt to reverse this policy. To our
knowledge, the McMinnville district
is the only district in the state that
has attempted to collect this tax on
non-livable residential space.

MULTNOMAH COUNTY NEWS

City of Troutdale — HBA testi-
fied at the end of May opposing an
immediate increase in Troutdale’s
Parks SDC, resulting in a reduction
of the rate by approximately $500.
City Council did, however, approve
a new rate of $7,137, which will
take effect July 1. HBA requested a
three-year phase in that did not get
enough council votes to pass. Staff
and council members felt that the
park need was so critical that any
delay in the ability to collect the
SDC would reduce their chances at
obtaining additional park land.

City of Portland - At the begin-
ning of June, the Planning Bureau
kicked off the public comment pro-
cess describing the future plans for
Portland. Many of these efforts mir-
ror the necessary moves for any city
working through a comprehensive
plan update. Portland is a bit differ-
ent because of the scale of work that
will be done and its links to commu-

33

nities outside the immediate down-
town area. Portland’s recommenda-
tions for dealing with transportation
and increasing population density
will profoundly impact the rest of
the region’s future plans. Stayed
tuned for more details.

WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Washington County Transporta-
tion SDC — Washington County is in-
vestigating the possibility of amend-
ing its current traffic impact fee
(TIF), which is a tax, not an SDC.
Many scenarios were on the table,
but something on the order of dou-
ble the present $3,393 is the general
proposal. HBA staff and members
continue to participate in three dif-
ferent task force groups, which are
formulating a proposal to put before
the voters at the November general
election. At this time, the proposal
remains in a state of flux with coun-
ty staff attempting to provide for fair
distribution of revenue generating
sources between commercial and
residential interests.

City of Tigard Urban Forest
Amendment Appealed — HBA for-
mally appealed the Tigard City
Council’s decision to pass a series of
recommended proposals for its Ur-
ban Forest Plan, which affects Goal
5 protection standards. The appeal
was made on the basis of Tigard fall-
ing far short of what it’s required to
do prior to issuing a decision under
Goal 5 requirements. You may recall
HBA won a previous appeal against
the City of Tigard for a Director’s
Opinion that went well beyond the
scope of state statute.
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stain resistant.

Stain Resistant

Scratch Resistant

removed.

Warranty

by Parr Cabinet Outlet

FEATURES AND BENEFITS

Sonata Stone is a nonporous material which means it is resistant to stains.

Sonata Stone is completely renewable because the color and texture runs
through the material. This means that most blemishes or scratches can be

Sonata Stone offers a transferable 15 year product warranty.

Exclusively at
Parr Cabinet Outlets

With popular colors, a variety of options and affordable pricing,
Sonata Stone makes upgrading your laminate countertops easier
than ever. Sonata Stone solid surfaces are durable, seamless and

CLEAN WAREHOUSES |

Thousands of oak and maple cabinets in stock!

®

FREE DESIGN SERVICES

30 colors available.
Some starting at $39 a sq. ft. installed.

Parr Cabinet Outlets provide thousands of quality cabinets at the lowest cost around with inventory
available on demand. In addition, youdll also pnd a great selection of granite and engineered stone
countertops, hardware and appliances. You can buy them today and install them tomorrow!

For directions visit parrcabinetoutlet.com

15009 NE Airport Way, Ste. 300 3501 D Industry Dr. E
Portland, OR 97230 Fife, WA 98424
503.416.8200 253.926.0505

Mon. - Fri. 8-5 Sat. 9-4 Mon. - Fri. 8-5 Sat. 9-4

5600 NW Century Blvd.
Hillsboro, OR 97124
503.614.2655
Mon. - Fri. 8-5 Sat. 9-4

3800 1st Ave. South 12407 Mukilteo Speedway, Ste. 100
Seattle, WA 98134 Lynnwood, WA 98087
206.621.7277 425.423.0077
Tues. - Fri. 8-5 Sat. 9-4 Tues. - Fri. 10-7 Sat. 9-4







